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31 May 1860

The King hom asked Tiso Scmsanith to form s new government. I

had bosn the intorior mimister in the carstsker government whic¢l

Just resigaed,

A, BSomssnith, sn able past supporter of former Premiexr Phoul, ve-
fected to the new party formed by the militsntly anti-Commwist
Commitiee for Defense of Natiomsl Interests (CIFI) after tis
April elections.

5. Gomsanith still has to win investiture from the 39-member
National Assembly, but the odds are in favor of his suceess.

A simple majority is needed, and CDEXI interests claim 32
!ei&ws.

The Ring would prodably have preferred to have named Orig. Gea.

Phoumi, the (INI stromgman., Iis sslection of Somasnith wes in

iarge part in deference to Yestern coacern that Phoumi's desigmtion

would spark early sad strong Communist resction,

A. Eves so, FPhoumi iz Iikely to be the domimmnt influance im the
Somsanith government. Phoumi will probably be defense miziater,
and CLNI meubers are expected to dominste the coslition govora-
mnt,

The Comwunists will aot be under any illusions as to where the real

power resides in the new government, but their imesdiate reaction
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